
WINTER BIRD FEEDERS
Making bird feeders is fun, cheap and very easy.
What you will need is:
1 x small (less than 30 cm) stick or an open pine cone
1 x block of cheap salt free lard softened in a warm 
room
1 x handful of porridge oats
1 x handful of raisins or currents
1 x piece of string
1 30 cm x 30 cm piece of baking paper or brown 
wrapping paper
Apron (this can get quite messy!)

Method:
Tie the string to the stick or dried and open pine cone (they open naturally after a 
few days in a warm room).  Squish about 1/4 of the lard around the stick or into the 
gaps in the cone.  Salt free lard is very important as salt is very bad for the birds. 
Push a few of the raisins or currents into the fat.  Coat the whole feeder with the 
porridge oats.  These can be the cheapest you can find in the store.  Wrap the bird 
feeder in the baking or brown paper and put it into the fridge overnight.

The next day, tie it to a tree, fence etc. but make sure it is out of reach of any cats.  
Sit back and enjoy the birds coming to your garden.  They will also eat bugs and 
garden pests from your shrubs or vegetable patch if you have one.  Why not take 
part in the Birdwatch Ireland garden bird survey?  Its a great way to learn the birds, 
you  will  find  the  links  for  this  on  www.naturenorthwest.ie/look-closer-at/
recording-nature/
If you are wondering about any of the birds send me a picture or a description. to 
the email above.  Enjoy!


